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IIT faculty may
meet PM Friday

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHt, JUNE 13

With the Centre’s “one-
nation one-test” proposal
for admission to Indian
Institutes of Technology
(ITTs) and other Central
engineering institutes
remaining unresolved,
members of the All-India
IIT Faculty Federation
(AITIITFF) are likely to
meet Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh on
Friday.

“The Prime Minster's
Office has responded to
our request. We will meet
PMO officials tomorrow
and the Prime Minister
on Friday,” sources in the
AIINITFF said.

The meeting assumes
significance after human
resources development
minister Kapil Sibal vir-
tually ruled out going
back on the Centre’s new
plan on the common
entrance test. Opposing
the Centre’s new format,
the AIIITFF had written
to the Prime Minister on
May 31 saying that “each
IIT is an individual and
independent academic
entity and should reserve
its right to follow its own
norms with regards to
admissions and other aca-
demic matter”.

The Delhi Alumni
Association, which has
also been on a warpath
with the human
resources development
ministry and has threat-
ened to file a PIL against
the plan, has welcomed it
is a “'very positive devel-

.opment”,

The association has also
expressed hope that
something would come
out in the meeting to pro-
tect the IITs’ independent
academic entity.

The association has also
sought a separate audi-
ence with the Prime
Minister. Seeking the
Prime Minister's inter-
vention, they had said
that the IIT system
should be preserved not
only as per the provisions
of the acts, but beyond.

As per the plan, all
Central government engi-
neering institutes will
implement a weightage
system of 40/30/30 (Class
12, JEE main and JEE
advanced, respectively).
The IITs have been pro-
vided a two-year period
for accepting this formula
and will review the new
system in 2015, In the case
of IITs, the Class 12 board
results and the JEE main
test will be given 50 per
cent wejghtage each.
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Single test: PM to meet

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

In a development that may add
a further twist in the IIT con-
troversy, the leaders of the All
India IIT Faculty Federation
(AIIITFF) will meet PM
Manmohan Singh on Friday.

PMO officials have, how-
ever, invited the federation
members on Thursday to brief
them on the subject before
meeting the PM on Friday at
his residence.

The faculty members and
the alumni association, who
too have sought time from the
PM, have been protesting
against the Centres move to

ange the JEE format for IITs.

The meeting assumes sig-
nificance in the wake of HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal virtually
ruling out going back on the
Centre’s new proposal.
Opposing the Centres new
format, the AIIITFF had writ-
ten to the Prime Minister on
May 31 saying that “each IIT is
an individual and indepen-
dent academic entity and
should reserve its right to fol-
low its own norms with regards

1T federatio to

AUTOCRATICSIBAL

to admissions and other acad-
emic matter”.

Delhi 1IT Alumni
Association, which has threat-
ened to move court against the
Centre’s proposal, said that it
is a “very positive develop-
ment” and expressed hope that
something would come out in
the meeting to protect the
1ITs independent academic
entity. They have also sought
a separate audience with the
Prime Minister.

The IIT  Alumni
Association, which too has
sought an appointment with
the PM, however,

expressed .

MOITOW

resentment over not being
granted time so far. “The PM
should with utmost sincerity
find some time and meet us so
that we can put forth our
view point. This is a matter
concerning lakhs of engineer-
ing aspirants and nonetheless
their families. We are just
looking forward to an amica-
ble solution,’ said Somnath
Bharti, President of 11T Delhi
Alumni Association.

Sources in PMO said that
the meet between the alumni
association and the PM may be
delayed further since the PM is
shortly leaving on foreign tour
for about a week. HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal is already
in the United States.

The Government had on
May 28 announced that from
2013, aspiring candidates for
IITs and other Central insti-
tutes like NITs and IIITs will
have to sit under a new format
of common entrance test,
which will also take the plus-
two board results into consid-
eration. Sibal had claimed that
it was approved without dissent
at a council consisting of the
IITs, the IIITs and the NITs.
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lIT faculty members pin
hopes on PM for JEE gripe

By Ritika Chopra
In New Delhl

THE agitation against the new for-
mat of the Joint Entrance Exami-
nation (JEE) has finally reached
the Prime Minister’s door.

Responding to arequest by faculty
members of the Indian Institutes of
Technology (II'Ts), PM Manmohan
Singh has apgreed to meet them on
Friday at his residence,

But before that, the delegation of
professors will meet the PM’s
adviser TKA Nair on theissue at 4
pm on Thursday.

“A delegation of about four to five
members of the faculty federa-
tion will meet the PM on Fri-
day. We will seek his interven-
tion in this matter,” an All §&
India IIT Faculty Federation & .
(AIIITFF) member said. ¥

The AIIITFF had written ¥

‘two letters to the PM's office.
In the last letter, sent on May
31, the faculty members had
cited Articles 28 (a) and 29
(1) of the Institutes of
Technology Act, 1961 to
point out that as far as
the decision on admis- /

. PMManmohan Singh

sion standards is concerned, the
IIT senate’s word was supreme, an
argument strongly refuted by the
HRD Ministry.

“Such a strong posture of the
government is not conducive to
the growth of the institutes and in
fact grossly erodes their academic
autonomy. It may have serlous
effects on the II'T system,” the let-
ter stated.

The revolt against the new for-
mat of the JEE, announced on May
28, has been getting out of
hand ever since the senate of IIT-
Kanpur took the decision to
disassoclate itself from JEE and
hold its own entrance test next

year Since then, rumours are rife

that senates of the IITs in

- Delhi and Bombay may fol-
low suit.

HRDP Minister Kapil
Sibal, who is currently in
the US to attend the
India-US education dia-
logue, is only expected to
join office on Monday.

“We hope that the PM
will put in a word on
our behalf and open
the channel of com-
munication with

" the ministry again,”

the AIIITFF mem-
ber added.
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[IT faculty to meet PM today

manish k singhal

NEW DELHI, 13 JUNE: The All India
Faculty Federation of IITs is going to
meet Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
on the issue of the Common Entrance
“Test (CET) for admission to I1Ts that was
Yecently proposed by the ministry of
thuman resource development (MHRD).
# The faculty has requested the PM to
‘Intervene as they feel the autonomy of
the central universities will be affected
"ty the proposal. Sources in the Prime
Minister's Office said the UT faculty
'members are likely to meet the Prime
“Minister at 4 p. m. today.

Mr A K Mittal, general secretary, All
Undia Faculty: Federation-of 1T said,

YW are gisirif 0 mecet the PM today (o + «

2tk up the issue of CET wath him, We'
vare hopeful that he would intervene in
ithe matter.” Sources said around 10
members of the IIT Faculty Federation

Once we go to the courts,
all such futile attempts to
make fake statements will
collapse and the people
trying to misguide the

media would be exposed

would be part of the delegation.

With several I1Ts raising their voice
against the proposed common entrance
test, officials in the HRD ministry said
the HRD minister, Mr Kapil Sibal, has
clarified that the test was in favour of
students.

Mr Mittal criticised media reports that
have stated that the IIT senate does not

such institutes and Section 29 stated
that the senate’is empowered to make
the ordinances.

“Once we go to the courts, all such
futile attempts to make fake statements
will collapse and the people trying to
misguide media would be exposed,”
said Mr Mittal.

While Mr Sibal said the decision on
the CET was taken after getting the con-
sent of directors of different 1175, the
faculty members said that they were not
taken into confidence.

IIT Kanpur has already declared that
it will conduct its own entrance exami-
nation, and I1Ts Delhi and Mumbai are
also likely to follow suit.

The Faculty Forum has opined that

havie dnty ‘powers-to conduct entranée’=#the ! Combined Entrance Test of IIT5,

examinations. He said inder Section 28
of The Institutes of Technology Act,
1961, an ordinance has to be promul-
gated for the admission of students o

' 'NITs and AIEEE would create extra pres-

sure on the students and they would be
more dependent on the study centre
mafia.
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*1IT faculty to

meet PMO
officials today

Aom TANDON'
TriBune NEws SERVICE

New DELH, JUNE 13

HT faculty, agitating over
the current structure of com-
mon engineering entrance
test (CET) proposed from
2013, will meet top offi-
cials in the Prime Minis-
ter's Office tomorrow.

The All-India IIT Faculty
Federation (AIIITFF),
which had petitioned the
PM against the Human
Resources Development
Ministry’s alleged arbitrary
stand on pushing the com-
mon engineering entrance

" test, confirmed to The Tri-
bune today that they had
been invited by the Prime
Minister’s Office for talks
tomorrow. The meeting
with PM Manmohan Singh
is expected on Friday.

The meeting comes 10
days after Human Resources
Development Minister
Kapil Sibal announced go-
ahead on the new common
engineering entrance test
from April 2013,

The minister said on June
5 that the Central Board of
Secondary Education will
conduct the new test and
IITs will set papers.

Christened Jeint Entrance
Exam, the common engi-
neering entrance test will
have two components —

+ Main and Advanced, both
multiple choice questions
based and its merit list
will factor in Class XII
marks, normalised through
a formula which Indian
Statistical Institute,
Kolkata, has developed but
not validated. )
The Ali-India IIT Faculty

Federation said they wiil =

submit a dossier to the Prime
Minister’s Office highlight-
ing that the Human Resources
Development Ministry had
disregarded the majority
- views of IIT Senates (faculty
bodies) on significant aspects

of the new test.

Mail Today, ND
14/06/2012 P12

liTians in PMO

THE spirit of the Indian Institute
of Technology (JIT) belng demon-
strated In the current agitation
agalnst the new format of the Joint
entrance examination (JEE) also

- seems to be quite strong In the Prime

Minister’s Office.

According to faculty members of
the HITs, the meeting with the Prime
Minister on Friday could not have
been arranged wlthout the help
and support from the 11T alumni In
the PMO.

Incidentally, both private
secretaries to the PM have studled
at UIIT. Indu Shekhar Chaturvedils an
ex-student of lIT Kanpur and Jaideep
Sarkar graduated from T
Kharagpur.
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Makeover of JEE - will it work?

Fixing what is not broken may actually increase the burden on students

DHARAM VIR

ecéntly the IIT council
decided to have one com-
mon engineering test for
centrally funded tech-
nical institutions. This has been
endorsed by the Central Advisory
Board of Education. This is pur-
ported to replace the 50 year old
system of the IITs joint entrance
examination (JEE) and the decade
old all India engineering entrance
examination (AIEEE). The new test
(JEE) would be conducted in two
stages, main and advanced. A salient
feature of the new selection system,
effective from 2013, would be sub-
stantial weightage to the performance
inXIIlevel board examinations while
preparing the merit list. The objec-
tive of the drastic policy change is to
wrench the focusback from coaching
classes to-class room teaching which,
as we all know, has taken a back seat
over a period of time.

The first merit list would be pre-
pared with equal weightage to JEE
(main) and marks in XII board
examinations normalised on per-
centile basis. Normalisation among
the plethora of state boards would
be made on percentile basis. On
the basis of this, a fixed number of
candidates (five times the number
of seats available or on the basis of
a pre-fixed cut off) would be short-
listed to appear in the JEE Advanced
test. Admission to the II'Ts alone
would be made on the basis of merit
in the advanced test. Admission to

.+~ all other centrally funded institutes .

( NITs IITs etc.), would be made
on the basis of a merit list prepared
With 40 per cent weightage to Board

plus 30 per cent each to JEE main
and advanced. JEE Main would bea
multiple choice objective type paper,
whereas the nature and modalities
of the JEE advanced would be deter-
mined by ‘joint admission board of
IITS {JAB}). It would have complete
control on JEE advanced. The CBSE
shall provide administrative support
in conducting the examination. The
states have a choice to accept this
scheme or not, for admission to their
engineering colleges.

The decision of the ministry of
HRD has led to widespread discus-
sion across the country, eliciting
strong views for and against. The
moot question is whether the solu-
tion would help in realising the objec-
tive or the remedy would be worse
than the disease. A few daysago, the
IIT Kanpur senate has rejected the
decision of the HRD Ministry and
decided to conduct its own tests or
along with other IT'Ts who may join,

Normalisation of the Boards’
marks on percentile basis is a good
concept, but should be introduced
where the system of evaluation, the
cutricula and the quality of schools
affiliated with the boards are more
or less uniform. But this is not the
situation. Except in a few pockets,
good students try to take admission

in well performing private schools

mainly affiliated to CBSE. Under
these circumstances, normalisa-
tion on percentile basis would mean
comparing apples with oranges. It
would be desirable to make a prior
detailed analysis of marks obtained
in the Boards by students admitted
in recent years in IITs, NITs and
IIITs using the data already with
them. A simpler option for I Ts is to
raise the cut-off mark in the Board
examination from 60 per cent to say

.75 percent...., . . .

There is another kind of pres-
sure on a student brought about by a
single entrance test. A small innocu-

ous incident resulting in bad perfor-
mance would ruin the year. .
Managerial aspects of conducting
atest on such a huge scale across the
country are as important as its con-
ceptual framework. The proposed
scheme revolves around the timely
declaration of the Board results.
Assuming they are all available by
mid June, the merit list based on
JEE main and board marks would
be ready by late June. By today’s
reckoning, about 5 lacs may take
the advanced test. When would
their answer sheets be evaluated;
after the declaration of the result
of JEE main or the board examina-
tions? In the first case, it would mean
evaluating all those who appear in
the advanced, resulting in waste of
enormous resources. If done after
Board results, it means delay in pre-
paring merit for the IITs, NITs and
1ITs. This would also have a cas-

. cading effect o admission to other -

engineering colleges, which may

“spill over into August and Septem-

ber. Besides, a significant number

of students who do not get good
ranks, take admission in UG science
courses, affecting universities and
colleges. Looking at the enormity
of managerial issues and manpower
involved, it is much simpler to work
withyut-offs in board marks with
or without normalisation and let
the II'Ts conduct the advanced test
for the candidates shortlisted on the
basis of the JEE main.

The decision of IIT Kanpur sen-
ate to go ahead and make admission
of its own, rejecting the proposed
JEE, has raised a vital issue, ie, who
is competent to take decision on the
admission system. The legal aspect of
the admission system was not seri-
ously examined as none expected that
the II'TY highly acclaimed JEE would
ever be questiened. In fact, a more
serious question that has now been
raised is how autenomous the IITs
are, The culture of coaching and lack
oof seriousness of class room teach-
ing is not confined to the engineer-
ing aspirants. The same situation
exists in respect of medical courses.

Entrance tests are also being held for
several prestigious law degrees such
as offered by the National Law uni-
versities. The list is increasing.

The JEE has worked since 1961.
The IIT alumni have done extremely
well worldwide and made India
proud. Why tinker with the sys-
tem that has worked so well and
delivered? There are several other
challenges that the IITs face. Some
of the new II'Ts are struggling to
acquire shape, Time has come to
consolidate the system on the basis
of their strengths and by removing
their weaknesses so that they can
compete globally. The proposed

changes in the JEE are unlikely to

bear the desired fruits. Instead, they
are likely to give a fillip to coaching
industry and increase burden on
students and their parents. School
education needs a holistic approach
and its reform should be the prime
area of focus for the states and the
central government.
Dharam Vir is former chief
secretary, Haryana

Page 6 of 21



alf a century
after it was
introduced,
1IT’s joint entr-
ance exam
(JEE) continues to be a
tough examination, elimi-
nating almost 98 per cent
of the applicants. More
institutions have started
various forms of entrance
exams. We now have a sit-
uation where a student
has to appear for 20-25 ent-
rance tests, of varying dif-
ficulty, to secure a seat in
a respectable institution.
In this scheme of things,
the performance in
schools at any level does
not figure in determining
the all-important rank of
the student. Conseque-
ntly, students depend on
other means of prepara-
tion to crack the entrance
examinations althcugh
the level of these examina-
tions was deemed to be
that of higher secondary.

For IIT-JEE, in many
cases, preparations go on
for three or four years,
often resulting in students
neglecting study in Higher
classes, Principals of
reputed schools complain
that their bright students
do not attend school as
they are busy preparing
for entrance examina-
tlons If good performance
in school does not matter
in admission to profes-
sional institutions, why
should a student take the
school and its examina-
tion seriously?

While an excellent acad-
emic record at school is no
guarantee for admission
to IIT, very rarely do their
entrance examinations

Asian Age ND 14/06/2012

test a student’s under-
standing of the fundamen-
tals. Any student who
spends years solving prob-
lems in PCM (physics,
chemistry, mathematics)
can answer guestions
either by pattern recogni-
tion or eliminating the
wrong answers and get
into prestigious institu-
tions. This comes at the
cost of a ruined childhood,
wrong value systems,
utter neglect of the study
of languages and the
social sciences and with
no time left to nurture cre-
ative instincts or sporting
talents. Realising the folly
of this system, many
states are returning to
performance in $chool as
the sole criterion, or one
of the criteria, for admis-
sion in regional engineer-
ing colleges.

An IIT study conducted
on five batches of students
with the data of school
results (Class 10 and 12),
JEE rank and perfor-
mance in the institutions
represented by cumula-
tive grade point average
found that students with
very good academic recor-
ds in schools continued to
do well in the IITs. Thou-
gh this conclusion was
based on students in the

P-1

Class 12 marks should count in lIT entrance examination

Temples of disconte

IITs, it cannot be different
in any other setting.

Entrance exams, espe-
cially the JEE, are very
unfair to girl students.
When girls perform well
in schools (invariably in
all states), why are they
not doing well in the JEE?
The sex ratio at IITs is
heavily skewed in favour
of boys.

If it is felt that all is not
well with teaching and

evaluation in schools, the

educated should take
responsibility for correct-
ing the situation, instead
of writing it off.

It is high time school
education and overall
growth of students was
gwen importance, and it
is against this background
that one should view the
decision of the IIT council
to consider Class 12
marks. IITs and other pro-
fessional colleges giving
credence to performance
at school for admission is
a recognition to the educa-
tion system in our
schools. This will have a
cascading effect on our
school education system.

The writer is a
professor, department
of ocean engineering,
HT Madras

School

education

is vital
«+V.G. Idichandy

it s high time .
school education -

and growth of stu-

dents was given’
importance, and it :
is against this '

background that
one should view HT |
council's decision !

Let IITs

| have their
' own exams

I think the
government
should give the
IiTs a free hand to
conduct their
own entrance

. examination, and

| One more exam

: for other colleges

Jayaprakash A. Gandhi.

he huge varia-

tion in stan-

dards of school

leaving exams

necessitates the
holding of entrance tests
for quality institutions of
higher learning. While
ICSE and CBSE test stu-
dents thoroughly, the
same cannot be said of
some of the state board
exams that are of doubtful
quality and whose marks
cannot be equated with
those of the best school-
leaving examinations,
like the CBSE. This is the
reason why entrance tests
have to be held.

The JEE that the IITs
conduct does not ignore
school grades, as some
suggest. It insists that a
student must have 60 per
cent marks at school in
order to be eligible to take
the JEE. What the IITs
may consider doing is to
raise this to 80 per cent ifa
student wishes to enter
the IIT system as an
undergraduate through
an all-India common
entrance test. For all other
engineering colleges and
institutes, the qualifying
regquirement may be set at
60 per cent. This would
mean that a student must
have a minimum of 60 per

cent marks in order to
join an engineering col-
lege in the country.

Those who have secured
80 per cent and above can
appear for the main as
well as the advanced test.
The advanced test should
not deal with subjects but
a student’s analytical and
logical thinking. Many IIT
professors say that at pre-
sent a good number of stu-
dents just write the JEE
without having an apti-
tude for engineering. So,
the advanced test should
check basically for apti-
tude. It is the main paper
that should test an appli-
cant’s knowledge of math-
ematics, physics and
chemlstry If such a sys-
tem is followed, then it is
unnecessary to give
weightage to school board
marks in selections (for
the IITs or other institu-
tions).

Before changes are made
in the selection procedure,
a student should know at
least two years in
advance, that is at the end
of Class 10. Some of the

court verdicts in admis- .

sion-related cases have
also made it clear that any
change in the admission
system should be notified
much earlier. How can the

Union human resource
and development ministry
then think of bringing
about a sudden change?
The government'’s think-
ing is leading to unneces-
sary confusion. Students
don’t know whether they
need to take a separate IIT
entrance exam or two-
entrance examinations.

think the government
should give the IITs a free
hand to conduct their own
entrance examination,
and one more exam for
other colleges. The IIT
Kanpur senate has rightly
pointed out that no weigh-
tage should be given to
board exam marks whi
ranking students. The
comments of IIT Delhi
should be taken into
account that the reforms
suggested by the
Ramasami ~ Committee
might not serve the pur-
pose of relieving stress on
students caused by multi-
ple exams, and restoration
of the sanctity of the
school system.

1T Delhi has also point-
ed out that students writ-
ing the Class 12 examina-
tion might not be pre-
pared for the change in
admission process to cen-
trally-funded institutions,
including 1ITs.

Class 12 marks should
only be considered as an
entry criterion and should
not to be added to
entrance examination
marks. The HRD ministry
should reconsider its deci-_
sion in the interest of stu-
dents.

The writer is a career

consultant and analyst,
Tamil Nadu
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magine the furore if the Indian
cricket team was to be picked
on the basis of who can run
400 m the fastest!

An ability to sprint fast is un-
doubtedly required to play any com-
petitive field sport, but that alone, as
anyone with even nodding familiar-
ity with the game will tell you, is not
enough to turn one into a cricketer.

Yet, the Union Human Resources
Development Minister, Mr Kapil
Sibal’s bullying persistence in ram-
ming through his pet ‘single en-
trance test’ plan for all engineering
and science courses in the country
—including those offered by the elite
Indian Institutes of Technology
(IITs) — is based on just such quix-
otic reasoning. .

For a self-declared democrat and
someone who is dependent on win-
ning elections in order to hold the
office which gives him the power to
take such decisions ~ which neces-
sarily implies at least a modicum of
people skills — Mr Sibal has shown a
remarkable ability to not listen to
the public.

He has turned a blind eye to the
logic advanced by those opposing
the move and simply shut out the
chorus of voices raised in opposition
from stakeholders one would have
thought had an equal, if not greater
say in such a decision — the students
themselves, their parents, the IIT
faculty, the worthies who adminis-
ter them, distinguished alumni and
even industry, which ultimately em-
ploys the output of the ITTs.

STILL MULTIPLE TESTS

On the face of it, the plan ticks all the
right emotional boxes, Mr Sibal says
the move is aimed at reducing the
burden of multiple entrance tests on
the student, something which no
one has any quarre] with. Then

Business Line ND 14/06/2012

The HRD Minister, Mr Kapil Sibal, is trying to replicate the US SAT without trying to understand the reality

come the twists in the tale.

The test will be one, but 50 per
cent weight will be given to the 12t
standard examinations. Which
means that we already have multiple
exams, not one, Then there willbe a
second test — an ‘advanced’ one —
for entry into the IITs itself. Pre-
sumably, there might be similar ad-
vanced tests for those wanting to do
science, say. So we have a multiplic-
ity of tests.

There will be quite another test
for those wanting to do medicine, for
example, and yet another ‘advanced’
test for those wanting to do med-
icine in the IIT-equivalent medical
institutes such as AIIMS or the
PGMER in Chandigark (since Mr
Sibal’s writ does not run in the
Health Ministry, which administers
the medical tests). There is yet an-
other test for those wanting to do
law, and so on.

It is not incongceivable that the
same student might want to take a

P-10

IITs not for social engineering
4 The IITs have won recognition through one of the most

ruthlessly competitive selection systems. Fairness or
unfairness has nothing to do with it.

shot at all three. At17 or 18 — the age
when students complete their 12+
standard — they are still largely un-
formed buds, with their true poten-
tial yet to be explored, leave alone
exploited. And given the reality of
the lack of quality higher education
opportunities in the country, vis-a-
vis the quantity of students aspiring
for such education, wanting to have
chance at one or the other is but
natural. So, one exam for engineer-
ing is not going to reduce the burden
by much. ‘

The real agenda, it appears, is to
cloak the degraded and devalued
state education board scores with
the legitimacy of academic excel-
lence furnished by the IITs, This is
akin to killing the goose that lays the
golden egg. , )

The 1ITs are in a position to be
exploited for such purposes precise-
ly because they have managed to
sustain an island of excellence amid
an ocean of mediocrity.

SCHOOL-LEAVING EXAMS

This is not to say that the current
system of selecting candidates for
IITs is perfect. Far from it. There
have been growing murmurs from
the IIT faculty itself about the qual-
ity of students filtering through the
system. A thriving industry has
sprung up in coaching and training
aspirants to crack the IIT entrance,
So you have a growing number of
students who have managed toscore

- outstandingly. in the entrance exam

— by simply familiarising them-
selves with the pattern of questions
— and yet flounder in actual
coursework. | ‘

There is also considerable ground
for questioning the existing board
[evel examination system in the 12t
standard. They have become mere
tests of rote learning and memory
power, prone to manipulation, illog-
ical marking and political and other
interference.

But two wrongs cannot be made

into a right by steamrolling a new
exam, Mr Sibal’s dream is to have a
system of collegiate education simi-
lar to the US. But the solution is not
to introduce a SAT analogue in India
and ignore the reality of the system
underlying it, t

There is also the question of the
de-branding of the IITs. The ITT, it
can be reasonably argued, is the one
sole government-created, govern-
ment-owned brand which has man-
aged to win global recognition and
accolades for quality, consistency
and excellence. Hardly anything
else sporting a ‘Made in India’ label
can have the kind of automatic ac-
cess which an IIT degree gives its
holder. .

SOFT POWER
The kind of ‘soft power’ wielded by _
IITs extends far beyond the realms
of academia. IITs have contributed
the cream of managerial talent to
India Inc. There is hardly any BSE
100 company which does not boast
of TITians in positions of power.
More than any other collegiate
group, IIT grads have helped script
the India success story. Indeed,
many distinguished alumni are
heading, or have helmed, giant
transnational corporations and
have, directly or indirectly, helped
focus attention on the potential of
India and Indians.

That kind of recognition and ac-
cess was hard won, earned on the
back of one of the most ruthlessly
competitive selection systems. To
now dilute the essence of that sys-
tem is shooting oneself in the foot.
Fairness or unfairness has nothing
to do with it. The IITs are about
excellence, not social engineering.

School exams are used as a qual-
ifier, even in the US, which Mr Sibal
50 clearly wants to eliminate, Other
systems which have produced ex-
cellence - our medical colleges, the
IIMs, even the hallowed Indian Ad-
minjstrative Service -- use the
school or college exam results as a
pre-qualifier and rely on their own
system to pick the right candidate.
Why can’t the I1ITs be allowed to do
50 as well? Why try to fix something
which isn’t broken?
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Flutter over ‘one-nation one-test’ proposal

SIR, ~ 'The Union HRD minister Kaptl Sibal has proposeda  and Durgapur from the Left. The election to the Haldia munic- -

nationwide common entrance test for the IITs and other engi-

* neering colleges. He claims that the decision has been ap-
proved by the IT councils. In his reckoning, the common
entrance test will benefit the students and the autonomy of
the I'Ts will not be denuded.

Quite the contrary has been the reaction of the institutes.
The senate of IIT Kanpur has rejected the Centre’s "one-na-
tion one-test’ proposal. It has decided to conduct its own
entrance test from 2013. The T Delhi Alumni Association
intends to discuss the matter with the Prime Minister.

* The 1Ts, particularly the ones at Kharagpur, Kanpur and
Mumbai, have ezised the quality of technical education in kee-
ping with global standards. These institutes have helped pro-
ject India in the field of science and technology. The govern-
ment must not tamper with their functioning. The other cen-
tres of excellence such as the Indian Institute of Science, Ban-

- galore, or the Indian Statistical Institute should also be free
from political interference. It is these institutions and not poli-
ticians that will glorify our country. As often as not, political
meddling has influenced the constitution of faculties. Instead
of 2 nationwide common entrance test, Mr Sibal should organ-
ise a nationwide discussion among educators, policy-makers
and IIT alumni over this sensitive issue. It would be worth-
while if the Centre helps check the brain drain.
yours, etc., subrata kumar chaudhuri, khanakul, 13 june.

The Haldia victory

SIR, ~ In the recently held ¢ivic elections, the Trinamul
Congtess won in Nalhati and Panskura and wrested Dhupguri

Naya India ND 14-Jun-12

3

Tanddt wid gt e
e e o e

ipality was a prestige issue for the ruling party.. Subhendu
Adhikari, the party’s MP, strained every nerve to wrest Haldia
from the Left, but in vain. )

Trinamul has won in four of the six municipalities, but its
performance is hardly convincing a‘year after coming to power
in the State. The CPI-M has been able to shore up its image as
its local strongman, Lakhsman Seth, is in fail. Further, most of
his henchmen have switched over to the rival camp. Trinamul
has also been trounced by the Congress in Cooper’s Camp,

. Nadia. .

1f the 2011 Assembly efection result is taken into considera-
tion, there has been a marginal increase in the percentage of
CPI-M votes. The party is trying to recover lost ground espe-
cially'in rural Bengal. Although it is too early to speculate on
a Phoenix-like rise of the CPI-M in Bengal, the victory in Haldia
at this juncture is definitely a positive development.

yours, etc., aranya sanyal, kolkata,12 june,
.At Aaykar Bhavan ' ,

SIR, ~ According to a report in your paper, the Planning
Commission has defended the expenditure on toilet renova-
tion (7 June). As an employee of the income-tax department,
1 am aware of the bogus expenditure on routine maintenance
and renovation of toilets, canteens, floors etc. in the depart-
ment’s nine buildings in Kolkata. ’

In 2006, the canteen and toilets of 3, Government Place were
fully renovated with expensive tiles, marble floors, the latest
toilet fittings and brand new furniture. Five years later, the
canteen looks repulsive and the sewerage fittings are largely

P6

out of order. - )
At Aaykar Bhavan (P-7, Chowringhee Square) the toilets-on
the first, second and third floors were renovated in 2008. In
less than three years again, the fittings are out of order. The
reception counter has been remodetled twice within a span of
four.years. Besides, the latest computers installed in the
rooms of Indian Revenue Service officers are used for comr
puter games, such as cards, video games, net surfing et
Many of the- officers are not computer-savvy despite being
trained at the National Academy of Direct Taxes, Nagpur. Ink
deed, this was stated by a Chief Commissioner at a recent con:
ference at Aaykar Bhavan, .
yours, etc., srikant kumar, aykar bhavan, kolkata, 8 june.

Victory of tennis ‘

. SIR, ~ Rafac| Nadal, the world’s No. Two, once again proved
. that he is the king of clay when he clinched a record seventh

French Open. title, defeating the hitherto No. One, Novak
Djokovic 6-4, 6-3, 2-6, 7-5. He has shattered the Serbian’s
dream of emulating Don Budge (1938) and Rod Laver (1562
and 1969) by holding all the Grand Slams. Though he lost tha
match, Novak Djokovic said that Nadal “is definitelythe best
player in history on this surface, and results are showing thas
he is one of the best players that ever played this game.?
Djokovic didn't blame the rain and the decision by tournas -
ment officials to delay the maich'a second time late last
Sunday. ’ i
Actually it is not Nadal’s victory or Djokovic’s defeat; it has
been the victory of tennis. It is the game that won the day.

yours, tc, bidyut kuanar chatterce, fridabad, 12 june.
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Sibal’s two key plans
run into roadblock

Common Test For IITs, Mmonty Sub-Quota Hit Hurdle

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Union human
resource development min-
ister Kapil Sibal appears to
have hit a rough patch with
two key plans — introduc-
tion of the common test for
IITs and the implementation
of the minority sub-quota in
central educational institu-
tions — running into opposi-
tion.

The minister is currently
in Washington for the Indo-
US higher education dia-
logue even as the All India
IIT Faculty Federation {(AIl-
ITFF), which is on the war-
path over the Centre's ‘one-
nation one-test’ proposal, is
scheduled to meet Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
on Friday “PMO’s has re-
sponded to our request. We
will meet PMO officials to-
morrow (Thursday) and PM
on Friday,” a top official of
AIIITFF said.

The meeting assumes sig-
nificance in the wake of Sib-
al virtually ruling out going

g All Indla IIT Faculty Federatton

{ which is on the warpath over the
.4 Centre's ‘one-nation-one-test’
proposal, is scheduled to meet
the PM on Friday. The meeting
{i@& assumes significance in the
wake of HRD minister Kapil
Sibal virtually ruting out going
back on the Centre’s proposal.

back on the Centre’snew pro-
posal. Opposing the Centre's
new format, the AIIITFF had
written to the PM on May 31,
sayingthat “eachIITisanin-
dividual and independent
academic entity and should

reserve its right to follow its

own norms with regards to
admissions and other aca-
demic matter”.

Seeking the PM’s inter-
vention, AIUITFF had said
that the IIT system should be
preserved notonly as perthe
provisions of the acts but be-
yond.

Sibal, whoiscurrentlyon
avisittotheUS, hassaid that

the government has no in-
tent to impinge on the auton-
omy of thelITs,

The ministry also suf-
fered a setback on Wednes-
day after the Supreme Court
refused to stay the Andhra
High Court order to carve
out a 4.5%  sub-quota from
the27% OBCreservation pie.

The high court order led
to confusion and concerns
for the 325 students already
shortlisted under the minor-
ity sub-quota. After instruc-

~ tions from the government

and IITs, students were
asked to widen their choice
of courses.
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Sibal keen'to
get deemed
varsities on
one-test plan

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEWDELHI, JUNE 13

UNFAZED by the contro-
versy over the common en-
trance examination for engi-
neering  courses, HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal is now
trying to get the 130
deemed-to-be universities to

'accept the ‘one nation, one
test’ principle.

Sibal has called a meeting
with representatives of
deemed var- [ . ;
sities on
June 25 to
discuss the
possibility of
themjoining Lax.
the common E&-*Z2 72,
entrance Unfazed by
test. Most of controversy
these universities run engi-
neering colleges.

The examination is aimed
at replacing multiple tests
with a single one and factor-
ing in school board scores for
admissions to undergraduate
engineering courses.

“While some deemed to
be universities admit stu-
dents to engineering colleges
-on the basis of the AIEEE

_scores or state-level engi-
neering exams, in other
states, some deemed varsi-

" ties get together to organise
an entrance examination.
There are some deemed var-
sities which also hold indi-

"vidual entrance exams or
even admit students on the
basis of their Class XII board

« results. The ministry will dis-

» cuss with them the possibil-
ity of joining the common

* test,” a senior official said.

The meeting will also
urge deemed universities to
adopt uniform accounting
* standards in 2013 to bring in

transparency regarding ac-
counting and investments.
While IIT Senates have
+openly rejected the cotnmon
< test that will also determine

admissions to the institutes,
' states such as Gujarat, Ma-
harashtra and Haryana have
« indicated that they will adopt
the common test for admis-
sion in state engincering col-
-leges as well. Members of
-the All India IIT Faculty
Federation are meeting PM
Manmohan Singh on Thurs-
day to bring to his notice
their “concerns”.

Hindustan Times ND 14/06/201:
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IIT KANPUR NOT
T0 CHANGE EXAM
FORMAT IN 2013

Vanita Srivastava

™ Vanita shrivastava@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: The first meeting of
the admission committee of II'T
Kanpur, set up for conducting
a separate exam in 2013, was
held on Wednesday.

“We had a discussion on the
exam format for 2013 and decid-
ed that it would be exactly like
the one in 2012. Also, the eligi-
bility requirement would be the
same,” said Dr Neeraj Mishra,
chairman of the committee, said.

Meanwhile, representatives
of the All India IIT Faculty
Federation are slated to meet
the Prime Minister on Friday
to put forth their points. A del-
egation of the body will meet
officials of the Prime Minister’s
Office also on Thursday.

The nine-member admission
committee was formed on
Monday after the senate of IIT
Kanpur passed a resolution on
June 8 to hold a separate
entrance exam in 2013. The res-
olution was passed after stiff
opposition to the government
move to change the JEE pat-
tern from 2013.

The members also explored
on the possibilities of other IITs
Joining it in conducting a sepa-
rate exam. “We discussed it and
have decided that the director
will make a request to other TIT
directors.” There are around
850 undergraduate seats in IIT
Kanpur.

Dainik Jagran ND 14/06/2012
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SC won't stay ‘illegal’ quota

Refuses to stay
Andhra HC order;

setback for 325
shortlisted for
IIT counseling
PNS 8 NEW DELH|

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday once again
refused to give any relief to the
Centre on the controversial
minority sub-quota issue by
c&l:estioning its legality in the
absence of any Constitutional
or statutory provision.

The SC questioned the
Centres calculation for carving
out 4.5 per cent sub-quota with-
in the 27 per cent OBC quota
and whether any such
quota can be made on the basis

of religion and whether it will not
affect the interest of the OBCs,

The SC’s refusal to stay the
Andhra Pradesh High Court
order quashing the provision of
sub-quota for minorities will
have a direct implication on
admission to prestigious edu-
cational institutions like IITs,
They can now go ahead with
admissions ignoring the sub-

basis of religion?’

ILL-CONCEIVED MOV
8 SC asked Govt, ‘Can you make classification on the

B ASG told SC that religious minorities Tike Buddhists
and Zoroastrians are not in the list of 4.5% sub-quota

W SC Bench said it was not inclined to stay the HC order
as sub-quota would have a bearing on the OBCs
# ‘Why you overlooked the NCBC and NCM. They are
two most important statutory bodies,’ the Bench asked

quota provision under which
325 candidates from minorities
were shortlisted for counseling.
“We Ygre not inclined to
t stay, a Bench comprisin;
jgt;sat?ces KS Radhakrishnan an
JS Khehar said. “You are carv-
ing out 4.5 per cent sub-quota.
Will it not affect other OBCs?”
the Bench asked referring to
the data provided by the

&

Government about the ongoing
counseling for IITs. It said the
effect would “not be marginal”

The court issued notices to
the petitioners on whose PIL the
higlf court had quashed the sub-
quota for minorities. Pointing
out that the scheme of 4.5 per
cent reservation was neither
supported by Constitutional
provisions nor by statutory pro-
visions, the Bench asked, “Can

ou make classification on the
asis of religion?”

The court further said
unlike 27 per cent reservation
for OBCs in Central
Educational Institutions, which
was supported by
Constitutional provisions, the
December 22, 2011 Office
Memorandum (OM) on the
sub-quota issue did not have
legislative support.

Continued on Page 4

SC won’t stay ‘illegal’...

From Page 1

Additional Solicitor
General Gourab Banerji asked
the apex court to consider his
plea tor staying the high court
order in view of the ongoin
counselling for II'Ts for whic
325 candidates have been
short listed under the sub-
quota. However, the SC Bench
said it was not inclined to stay
the high court order as carv-
ing out sub-quota from
minorities would have a bear-
ing on the OBCs.

The court was critical of
the Government for not con-
sulting statutory bodies like
the National Commission of
Minorities (NCM) and
National Commission for
Backward Classes (NCBC) in

determining the sub-quota.
“Why you overlooked the
NCBC and NCM. They are
two most important statuto-
1y bodies,” the Bench asked.
* Referring to the volumi-
nous documents placed
before it by the Ministry of
Human Resource
Development, to justify the
basis for its decision on sub-
uota, the Bench said, “These
ocuments should have been
produced in the high court”
When the ASG said the
high court was under the
impression that the sub-quota
was for all minorities, the
Bench shot back, “It was
because that was the reflec-
tion in the office memoran-
dum. Banerji said religious

minorities like Buddhists and
Zoroastrians are not in the list
of 4.5 per cent sub-quota. He
said though the OBCs among
the religious minorities are
covered under 27 per cent
OBC quota, 4.5 per cent sub-
quota was granted to lowest

" ranks of Muslims or converts
to Christianity.

The ASG said the first
cut-off identifying the OBC
within the minorities for sub-
quota were that they have to
be socially and educationally
backward and they have to be
religious minorities. At this,
the Bench said, “That is the
difficulty and that is the point.
We can understand if it is
across the board. How you
made the calculation?”

The ASG laboured hard to
satisfy the Bench that the
Centre considered the OM of
1990 which formed the basis
for implementing the Mandal
Commission recommenda-
tion, 1993 list of NCBC and
Sachar Committee report
before determining the 4.5 per
cent sub-quota for minorities.

When the Bench was ask-
ing him whether the sub-
quota was supported by
Constitutional and legislative
provisions, Banerji said it
could be done through exec-
utive order by issuing OM as
in the Mandal case. He said
some States like Tamil Nadu
and Kerala have carved out -
sub-quota for Muslims with-
in the OBC quota.
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SC nixes Muslim
quota on whiff
of communalism

Says Basis
For It Seems
Just Religion

Dhananjay Mahapatea |[Tan

Mew Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday deliver-
ed a big blow to the UPA gov-
ernment’s bid tocreate a 4.5%
minority  sub-quota within
the 27% OBC quota. Despite
the Centre’s fervent plea. it re-
jected the proposal and pulled
up the government for doing
shoddy homework to reach
the figure of 45% as a sub-
quaota for backward Muslim
groups in govermnent jobs
and admissions to colleges,
including ITTs.

WHAT COURT SAID

b ‘Not backed by law', P 15

Expressing doubts about
the constitutional validity of
the Centre’s decision. a bench
of Justices K 8 Radhakrish-
nan and.J 8 Khehar said carv-
ing out of the minority sub-
quota from the 27% reserva-
tion for OBCs appeared to be
driven only by religion-based
considerations. The Andhra
Pradesh high cowrt had on
identical srounds quashed the
Centre’sdecision on May 28.

“We are not inclined to
grant interimstay of thehigh
court judgment,” the court
gaid. It also refused to enter-
tain the Centre'slast-ditch at-
tempt to push the minority
quota into IIT admissions be-
causeit doubted the intention
behind the Centre’s decision.

The Centre hadon Decem-
ber 22, 2011 decided to imple-
mentthe 4.5% minority quota
to benefit 82 KMuslim groups
included in the central list of
OBCs, which together were
entitled toa total of 27% res-
ervation in jobs and admis-
sions to central educational
institutions, from January 1
this vear,

> 4. 5% sub-quota for
minorities within OBC
reservation not supparted by
Constitution or law

> Rejects Centre's
arguments on “social,
educational backwardness”,
says quotz purely on basis
of religion

» With SCdecision, 325
students shortlisted far ITs
under the sub-quota will be
accommodated inthe seats
reserved for OBCs

Can you make

classification on
the basis of religion?
We are asking whether

45% sub-guota has got
constitutional or statutory
support or not —se sesen
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325 IIT aspirants to get seats,
not choice of course, institute

Students Picked Under Minority Sub-Quota To Be Absorbed In OBC List

Himanshl Dhawan | Tun

New Delhi: The IITs and other centrally-
funded educational institutions will now
have to put on hold the minorities sub-
quota following the Supreme Court order.
Students in this category who had al-
ready been counselled are likely to lose
their choice of courseorthe IIT.

IIT-JEE organizing committee chair-
man Prof G B Reddy said, “The minority
quota will not be implemented this year
but all the studerits who have been short-
listed will be accommodated in the QBC
quota list. The first list for allocation of
seats will be released on Thursday”
Thereareatotal of 9,647 seats in different
IITs, including 4,722 for the general cate-
gory students. A total 17,464 candidates
were shortlisted for counselling this year.
Under the proposed sub-quota, 441 seats
werereserved for minorities, but only 325
candidates were shortlisted.

Former member secretary to the Na-
tionat Commission for Backward Classes
P S Krishnan denied that the sub-quota
was worked out for religious considera-
tions. He said, “The sub-quota from the
OBC quota is not based on religion. It
seekstoreserve seatsforthosefromareli-
gion or caste who are socially and educa-
tionally backward aswell.”

AR TS S i

Under the proposed minority sub-quota, 441
seats were reserved for minorities, but only
325 candidates were shortlisted

_Krishnan said an indicator of the
backwardness within the minority com-
munities was the fact that despite reser-
vation there were not enough deserving
candidates whomadeittoIIT. Hereferred
to the Sachar Committee report that has
documented the social and educational
backwardness of Muslims in India in ex-
tensive details, For instance, while the
Muslim population forms 13.4%of theto-
tal population, it accounts for only 6.3%
of graduates.

The counselling for 1511Ts, Institute of
Technology-Banaras Hindu University
(IT-BHU) and the Indian School of Mines

(ISM), Dhanbad was on till June 10 with
the first list being announced on Thurs-
day. The counselling website had been
opened for the shortlisted candidates
from May 18, giving them a chance to opt
the courses of their choice. Online coun- -
selling ended on June 10,

The first round of seat allotment will
be intimated online through the counsel-
ling website on June 14. Seats not accept-
ed in the first round will be allotted on
AIR (All India Ranking) basis. The sec-
ond round of allotment will be done on
June 25. The final round of allotment will
be done on July 6. This year a total of
4,79,651 candidates had appeared in both
thepapersof IIT-JEE, conducted on April
8. Out of the total number of candidates,
24,112 have secured ranks in various cate-
gories and 17,462 had been shortlisted for
counselling for admission to9,647 seats in
151Ts, I'T-BHU and ISM-Dhanbad.

Defending the sub-quota, officials cit-
ed theMandal Commission which placed
backward Hindus to form 43.7% of the
population, At that time, the Hindu pop-
ulation was 83,84 % of India. S0,43.70% in
83.84% issameas 52 out of 100. Therefore,
the commission applied a rule of the
thumb and assumed that the percentage
of BCs among non-Hindus would also be
52% of the population of minorities.
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‘Minority sub-quota
not backed by law’

Dhananjay Mahapatra | Tny

New Delhi: Rejecting the
UPA government’s proposal
tocreatead.5% minority sub-
quota within the 27% OBC
quota, the SC on Wednesday
said, “All the groups included
under OBCs are socially and
educationally  backward.
But, you (the Union govern-
ment) appear to have carved
out the sub-quota for minori-
ties on the basis of religion.
Can you make a classifica-
tionon thebasis of religion?”

When a bench of Justices
K S Radhakrishnan and J §
Khehar asked how many of
other minority groups are
getting the benefit, addition-
al solicitor general Gourab
Banerji said there were 2,343
groups included in Central
list of OBCs and of these
4.5% wasreserved for 82 Mus-
lim groups that were ex-
tremely backward.

“The benefit was intend-
ed to be given to them not be-
cause of their religion but
due to their backwardness
which impeded them from
fairly competing with other
backward groups for their
share in the 27% reservation.
Pitted alongside the other
OBCs, these backward Mus-
lim groups would never get
their share,” he said.

The court pointed out
that unlike the 27% reserva-
tion in admissions to central
educational institutions ef-

fected through enactment of
legislation in 2008, the deci-
sion to carve out 4.5% minor-
ity sub-quota was neither
backed by a law nor any con-
stitutional provision.

“It is a very important
matter and we have pgot our
doubts, You (the govern-
ment) admit that the carving
out of the sub-quota would af-
fect the prospects of other
OBC groups. If so, why did
you not consult the National
Commission on Backward
Classes?” thebench asked.

Sensing the bleakness of
getting an outright stay on
the HC judgment, Banerji
thought of getting a foothold
for the 4.5% minority quota
and sought the court’s per-
mission to implement the ex-
ecutive scheme in admis-
sions to IITs, where
Wednesday was the last day

, of counseling.

“Under the 27% reserva-
tion, 2612 seats in IITs were
available for admitting OBC
students. From this, 443 has
been earmarked under 4.5%
sub-quota. But only 325 can-
didates are available against
the 443 seats. Please allow
this small number to get ben-
efitunder the sub-quota,” Ba-
nerji pleaded. But the court
shot down this request, too,
saying it was not inclined to
grant interim stay on the HC
verdict. It issued notices on
HRD ministry’s appeal to re-
spondents,
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Educational partnership to
now strengthen US-India ties

Two |1Ts among
gight institutes
picked for the

first Obama-Singh
knowledge awards
PNSjg NEW DELHI

Lo
Jgint working group of India

3 ﬁgt thti United Slt.lates hon
e tional partnership has
sellgéd eight institutionaﬁ’ %
nership projects, including two
IITsfor the first Obama-Singh
21s¢- Century Knowledge
Initiative awartl;.

The announcement was
jointly made by HRD Minister
_ Kapil Sibal and US Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton, in
Washington on Tuesday,
according to a Press release by
the HRD Ministry.

The initiative aims to
strengthen collaboration and
build partnerships between
American and Indian institutions

art--

of higher education. The
Mahatma Gandhi University will
tie up with Browns Unjversig;
Duke University and Plymou
State University as partners for a
project titled Interdisciplinary
and Community Oriented
Approach toward Sustainable
Development. Similarly the
Banaras Hindu University will tie
up with University of Pittsburgh
as partnership institution.

The Indian Institute of
Technology, Kanpur will tie with
Virginia Tech University for a
project on Sustainable
Infrastructure Development and
IIT Delhi will work on Resource
Building for Ecosystem and
Hurman Health Risk Assesstnent
with Special reference to
Microbial Contamination in
partnership with Drexel
University.

The US led partnerships
includes Rutgers, The¢ State
University of New Jerséy with
Tata Institute of Social Sciences,
Mumbai to work on Capitalizin
on the Demographic Dividen
for India and the U.S. in the 21st

Century. The University of
Montana will in association with
Bangalore University, while
Cornell University will tie up for
gggram on agriculture and
Security with University of
Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad
and Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel
University of Agriculture and
Technology, Meerut. The
University of Michigan will be
the institutional partners with
Maharashtra University of the
Health Sciences. ‘
E&actl_l prm receive an
award of approxi $250,000
that can be utilised over the three
year grant period, with the aim
of encouraging mutual under-
standing, educational reform,
Ed c,’f:vc:lwmic gro;f\rt}i, aswell as
opment of junior faculty
at Indian and Ame% institu-
tions of higher learning. Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh
and US President Barack Obama
had announced the Obama-
Singh Initiative in November
2009. Each government pledged
$5 million t%r this endeavor, for
a total of $10 million.
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Executive education on global B-schools' radar

Competition from offshore B-schools is forcing cou ntry's institutes to plan new, cutting-edge executive management courses

VINAY YALAGURDRAI UMARII
& KALPANA PATHAK
AhmedabadiMumbal, 13 june

“ nincreased supply of executive
education programmes by the

. Ivy League institutes and other
international B-schools, including
Harvard Business School (HES),
Wharton School of Business, University
of Pennsylvania, University of Chicago,
Tuck School of Business, INSEAD,
Oxford Unlversity’s Said Business
School and Duke University, in the
Indian market is set to add pressure on
management institutes in the country.
B-schools Business Standard spoke

to said though there would be pres-
sure, the only way was to deliver qual-
ity products and services, “Executive
training at the Indian Institutes of
Management is changing with the
competitive pressures from Ivy League
global B-schools, such as HBS and
INSEAD, turning their heads to the
Indian executive education market.
The impact of executive programmes
by international B-schools on man-
agement development programmes,
offered by IIMs is likely to be on quali-
ty and nature of programmes con-
ducted in the executive education
domain,” says Keyoor Purani, chair-
person, MDP, IIM-Kozhikode (TIM-K).
The pressure will be felt in different
areas by different B-schools. For some,
there will be added competition in the
vertical of open enrolment manage-
ment development programmes

(MDP), wherein B-schools offer an

&

open invitation to working executives
onasettopic. There are some who say
the pressure would be felt in cus-
tomised MDPs demanded by compa-
nies exclusively for their employees.

. “Others, especially the IMs, may
feel the pressure in open enrolment

MDPs. Our focus is mostly on cus- -
tomised programmes, which is where ;

we will have toup the ante,” says Bibek
Banetjee, director, IMT Ghaziabad.
India’s growlng ¥350-crore execu-
tive education space continues to
attract B-schools. US-headquartered
Harvard Business School opened a
classroom at Taj Lands End, at Bandra,
in suburban Mumbal. The Wharton
School of Business, University of
Pennsylvania, is scouting for a centre
inIndia, preferably Mumbal, -
“Ithinkinternational B-schools will
give competition to Indian B-schools.
With their deep-rooted global research,
highly-experienced faculty, exhaustive

curriculumand attractive prlce-poix;ts.

Harvard Business Schools classroom at the Taj Lands End, Mumbai

indian B-schools coutd face
competition in open enroiment
. programmes .. e

W B-schools to 'Indlanise’ content

i

w focus bn adaptation of
{;; global modeis in Indian context
w_IMT Ghaziabad to up the ante on
customised executive education
_programmes

the programmes from schools such as
INSEAD, Wharton and Tuck offer
tremendous value proposition,” said
Chaitanya Kalipatnapu, director,
Eruditus Executive Education,
Eruditus, promoted by alumni of
INSEAD and Harvard Business
School, delivers executive education
programmes to Indian corporations
and participants. It is at present work-
ing with INSEAD and Tuck School of

Business in Indla.

“More research from these schools
is being focused on India such as The
India Way (Wharton), Top Indian
CEOs (INSEAD), Reverse Innovation
(Tuck). This makes their programmes
more compelling,” he added. .

With competition buiiding up,
how do Indian B-schools plan to
counterit? “We will invest heavily on
faculty research and go for interna-
tional accreditation. We will have to
open up ourselves for scrutiny as per
international standards,” adds
Banerjee. Also, increased engagement
and collaborations with the industry
and “heightened participation in
international peer review journals”
are some of the other steps.

According to Purani, open-enrol-
ment programmes, pre-designed by
the members of faculty based on cut-
ting-edge research, and formulation
of new practices to upgrade senior
executive know-how are likely to be
impacted the most,

“Senior and top-level executives
from private organisations have start-
ed moving to get training at forelgn
B-schools ot have exectitive coaches to
keepabreast of new management per-
spectives and techniques. Even top-
level executives from govemment and
public-sector organisations are choos-
ing to go abroad or participate in pro-
grammes conducted by top intemna-
tional B-schools in India,” he says.

Indian B-schools believe the chal-
lenge will be to continue to draw cor-
porate nominations in high-impact,

cutting-edge, research-based, open
enrolment programmes that prepare
senior executives for emerging chal-
lenges. “Such programmes have a
smaller market and, hence, the pres-
sure from global B-schools would be
felt the most, since the latter may eat
into this small pie significantly if the
IIMs get lured by a large number of
middle-level, generic programmes, We
will focus on specific development
themes, demonstrate expertise
through new research and publications
in contemporary areas and develop
more relevant programmes targeted at
senior executives, Another way is to
create strategic difference through
‘Indianising’ the content and pro-
grammes, making them more relevant
to Indian companies,” adds Purani.
In other words, while foreign

* B-schools are attempting to develop

India-specific content through their
local research centres, [IM-K will look
to focus on adaptation of global mod-
els in the Indian context.

However, Indian B-schools dis-
agree there willbe added pressure on
fees as well. “We are not under pricing
pressure, In fact, we had around 12-18
per cent increase in the fees from pre-
vious flnancial year. MDPs were
focused on the needs of the Industry.
The trend we see is that of increased
demand for customised programmes.
And from an internationat audience
to understand India through pro-
grammes of 1IM-B,” says Shyamal
Roy, chairperson, executive educa-
tion, [IM-B.
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Reaching for the
Aakash

THE PRIME minister’s office has done right to raise
queries on the human development ministry’s draft
cabinet note to invite bids for 50 lakh Aakash II tab-
lets, having correctly suggested that the ministry test
the tablet’s ‘performance and viability in the market’
before implementing the proposal. The PMO is rightly
concerned about the quality of Aakash because the first
version, which had been unveiled in October last year,
was found to have several flaws. Doubts were raised
over its efficiency and durability. At that time ITT-Raj-
asthan, the nodal agency for the ‘Aakask’ project, had
rejected the tablet for not meeting performance crite-
ria and the project had to be shifted to IIT-Bombay.
Among the technical flaws listed by experts at that time
were a faulty processor that could not preform multiple
tasks, low memory and storage, low battery back-up
and poor display. It was also said to heat up too quickly.
These flaws seriously impact the performance of this
device. Though charges and counter charges had been
traded, with Datawind, the company behind Aakash,
claiming that IIT-Rajasthan had rejected the tablet on
the basis of biased and unscientific testing methodol-
0gy, quite obviously, there were problems, with several
users unhappy with it.

This should not have happened as the Aakash proj-
ect is an important one and is the hope of many a stu-
dent, especially the underprivileged, who cannot afford
the more expensive devices at present available in the
market. Slated as the cheapest tablet in the warld, it is
meant to improve the system of education in India,
with Kapil Sibal having said, ‘Soon, a 35 dollar com-
puter will be made available to every child in school. It
shall help enhance the quality of learning of children’
There is nothing wrong with this dream, which is to
link millions of children with the latest in information
and knowledge, especially the college-going youth.
However, the government has to ensure that the users
of this product, mostly students, are not provided with
a dud. Therefore, the government must make sure, at
the very least, the minimum standards of quality so that
a viable product reaches our school children.

Page 20 of 21



Hindustan ND 14-Jun-12

P16

2ol &eil o 31 3 faren uféiateial @i < et
fa1eq &\ ST SMTRITe

TRa- T F ST &
T gEanT agH o AT ' eter-iE
HafufEa’ % 98d o
3y a3 aTre wRETet
B A WA |
i afEe = e
g deurl 3 SR
T IR T F A7
T fopar ST | TS W |/
FE 12,50 FAG T &t U
< F T 12 Ry and-
amdt v e T
T wuTe fasmra v v
fasae ofk emfeay W
forcte % o 39 38 W afies
¥ Argea gl WeE % TIER

A welf B ams uRErsreh W

WA EA g | TRA I ah Y TTH

o YRy, IMEIMES DY, feeht
3R RgTmiER fafd & Age o

° B v & ol
21 29 & fagugt 1y o
W 69 B

sfmafid, sTdemdl wmy iR
T aTEd e T el (STefeR
AR H WE ¥ |,
fiygire, & o = ST
I wfie € 13 ufEsret
F T fawra, it =
forspma, Sl QR&T, 9 W
snfe &= o oy, waEd fnor
dareEl = fofaa w6, d6E
fomra aTif wnfiret ferg T

‘ paffrends
wde d Judee’

AfYiTe ! 9ra ol amfter
e 35 & N T A 6 foAg
4 3UA Y T W T
© T 139, A e
i e frfea A s R st
fren & aE fpa |

2T 3 ara-amfE =1
e WS % ST WA H e
Y Tgdi € Fr o fren
FHAare H T & fag 3l
faarefter 2 S | g R
IR FER i ¥ 5o
A EIETE (IR T fon ol
fren @ T AT g d oA
2} ferepra ST & | (TRIE)




